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Chapter 1: The Official Syrian Conflict Narrative

All of us, in the West, have been subjected to a concerted disinformation
campaign with regard to the Syrian conflict. We have been mislead about the
causes of the conflict, duped over its nature, lied to about the combatants, their
backers and sources of logistical support; we’ve been told a tissue of lies about
the Syrian government, its level of support among the Syrian population and the
popularity of the supposed ‘opposition;’ we’ve been deceived about both the U.S
led coalition’s and the Russian’s military interventions in Syria and we’ve been

given nothing but propaganda about events on the ground.

The evil dictator & Bashar al Assad (center) on a State visit to the UK.
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Let’s consider the reasons we were given for the Syrian conflict. Why don’t we
think about what we have been told about the evil ‘regime’ of President Bashar al
Assad and his dark overlords, the Russians? How do we get our information?
Who is giving it to us and what is their possible agenda? Let’s look at the
evidence to substantiate those claims in the hope of understanding more about

the cauldron of conflict that could still reignite.

In a nutshell this is the official story the MSM have given us.

In March 2011, as part of the Arab Spring uprisings, the Syrian Government

opened fire on innocent, unarmed protestors in the southern town of Deraa.
Three protestors were killed. This caused an intensification of the protests which
developed into increasingly violent clashes between the people of Syria and the
violent dictator determined to crush them. By July 2011, hundreds of thousands

of protestors had started a wave of rebellion across Syria. As a result of regime’

attacks the oppressed people were forced to take up arms to defend themselves.

The violence rapidly escalated and U.S. coalition backed ‘rebel brigades’ were
formed to defend the country, and its people, from an increasingly tyrannical

crackdown by the Assad ‘regime.’ Syria descended into a civil war. This rapidly

turned into a sectarian war between the Sunni majority and Assad’s Shi’ah,
Alawite ‘sect.” The situation was further destabilised by the entry of ISIS into the

conflict, who were determined to exploit the violence to create their caliphate.

By 2015 U.N estimates were that quarter of a million Syrians had been killed in

the ‘civil war.’ The ‘civil war’ worsened with all sides accused of committing war
crimes. In particular, it was the Assad regime’s use of barrel bombs and chemical
weapons against civilian populations, with the support of the Russians, that

horrified the rest of the world.
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The desperate flee the conflict.

Millions fled the conflict, overwhelming countries like Turkey, Lebanon and
Jordan. This created destabilising political divisions in these countries, as they
struggled to cope with the influx of a new population. Hundreds of thousands

sought refuge in Europe. Many suspected that among the desperate, fleeing war,

were terrorists and economic migrants seeking to take advantage of the chaos.
The social and political divisions, created by the crisis, worsened as terrorists

attacks carried out by Islamist extremists struck Europe’s major cities.

It soon emerged the secularists within the Syrian opposition forces had lost out to
the Islamists. ISIS capitalised upon the disunity, declaring its caliphate in June
2014. They were engaged in a ‘war within a war’ against the al Qaeda affiliated
Nusra Front, as well as government and Kurdish forces. Alarmed by the spread of
ISIS and the atrocities it committed, the U.S. led coalition were compelled to
launch air strikes to ‘degrade and ultimately destroy’ ISIS. Though great care was
taken, by the Western coalition, not to ‘assist’ the Assad ‘regime’ and avoid

civilian casualties. This is because we are the goodies.
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Russia also launched air strikes against the ‘terrorists’. However, they mainly
bombed the opposition forces and civilians trapped in besieged cities like Aleppo.
The Russians did this because they supported Assad’s ‘regime’ and were therefore

baddies.

To try to resolve this mess and deliver freedom and democracy’ to the Syrian
people the U.N offered the Geneva Communique as the basis for peace talks.
Unfortunately, they soon broke down because it was predicated upon a transition
of power in Syria and the effective removal of the Assad ‘regime’. Russia wouldn’t
support his removal and the Assad ‘regime’ refused to talk to the opposition,
claiming they were terrorists. So ‘proximity talks’ were suggested, the U.N

Security Council passed resolution 2254, the ‘road map for peace,’ in 2015.

However, the road map led nowhere. The Syrian opposition would only consider
the removal of Assad; the Assad ‘regime’ and Russia would accept elections but
not his automatic removal; ceasefires didn’t work because no one could control
ISIS, who persistently ignored them; the opposition refused to engage in the
Russian Federation’s offer to broker a deal in talks scheduled to be held in Sochi.

A diplomatic solution failed to emerge.

A proxy war was underway in Syria and the people were caught in the middle of
it. The ‘moderate rebels’ were mainly backed by The U.S, UK, France, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, while the Assad ‘regime’ was backed by Russia and Iran.
Allegations of Assad’s war crimes continued and the plight of the people of East

Aleppo, in particular, prove what an evil dictator he is.
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Missiles fired no U.N approval required.

By late 2017 Iraqi forces, with U.S. coalition support, had won significant
victories against ISIS in Iraq. The Syrian, Russian and Iranian forces had all but

destroyed their brief caliphate in Syria. However, pockets of resistance by the

‘moderate rebels’ in Syria remained. Especially in the eastern Ghouta suburbs of
the capital Damascus. By March 2018 people like British Foreign Secretary Boris

Johnson were calling for further coalition air strikes against the Assad ‘regime’

who he said threatened to continue the use of chemical weapons against the

innocent Syrian people.

Then in April 2018, in the town of Douma in East Ghouta, just as the Assad

‘regime’ were poised for total victory, they again used chemical weapons, targeting

mainly children. In response, the world said ‘enough was enough’ and the West,
led by the French and the British, threatened missile strikes against the Assad

‘regime’. Russia threatened to retaliate if the President Trump followed through

with his threatening tweets. On April 14th 2018 sites in Damascus and Homs

were hit by U.S. led coalition air strikes.

If we unquestioningly accept the narrative we have been given, the West’s
intervention in Syria (Iraq and Libya) has always been noble. Essentially it

represented responsive humanitarian efforts to give the people what they were
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independently calling for. Namely democracy and freedom. It’s the existential
battle of good against evil. The West didn’t want to become embroiled in the
Syrian conflict but just couldn’t abandon the people of the region when they

called for the coalition’s help.

We are the goodies and the Syrian, Iranian and Russian governments are the
baddies. ISIS were sometimes baddies but occasionally goodies, depending upon
whom they were fighting on the day. Al Qaeda in the form of al Nusra and now
‘Jabhat Fateh al-Sham’ are consistently goodies although they used to be
baddies, especially when they killed 3000 people in the U.S. So we just need to
carry on supporting our governments efforts to defend us all against the horrors
of terrorism and totalitarianism. Whatever they ask us to give up, whatever they

require us to sacrifice, we can rest assured it is all in a good cause.

Unfortunately, nearly everything we have been told about the Syrian conflict is
either a gross misrepresentation of the truth or a downright lie. We will explore
how we have been mislead and look at some examples which reveal the

staggering depth of the deception. Before we accept the simplistic narrative the

western MSM would have us believe, let’s take a critical look at the evidence.

We have looked at the official Western media narrative of the Syrian conflict. If we
accepted this, then the U.S led coalition’s intervention can essentially be seen as
a response to the circumstances of the Syrian conflict, all of which were beyond
the control of the Western coalition. However, the evidence suggests this is very
far from the truth. What it shows is that the recent attempt by the U.S led
coalition to overthrow the Syrian Government of Bashar al Assad was yet another
in a long line of foreign interventions within Syria. What’s more, the most recent
attempt by the West appears to be part a concerted effort to destabilise the
Middle East in support of both the geopolitical objectives of regional allies, most

notably Israel, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, and the pursuit of global corporate profit.
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General Wesley Clarke.

Speaking in 2007, U.S. Army General Wesley Clark the former NATO Supreme

Allied Commander in Europe (1997 to 2000) recounted a conversation he had

with one of his former comrades in the Pentagon, shortly after the U.S. invasion

of Afghanistan in 2001:

“About ten days after 9/ 11 I went through to the Pentagon. I saw Secretary
Rumsfeld and Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz. I went downstairs just to say hello to
some of the people on the joint staff who used to work for me.[and] One of the
generals called me in and he said ‘Sir you’ve got to come in and talk to me for a
second’ and I said no we can’t, we’re too busy and he said ‘no, no,” he said ‘we’ve

made the decision to go to war with Iraq.’

This was on or about the 20th of September [2001]. I said, we’re going to war with
Iraq? Why? He said ‘I don’t know.’ He said ‘I guess they don’t know what else to
do.’ So I said well, did they find some information connecting Saddam with al
Qaeda? He said, ‘no, no there’s nothing new that way. They’ve just made the
decision to go to war with Iraq.” He said ‘I guess it’s like we don’t know what to do
about terrorists but we’ve got a good military that can take down governments.’
[and] He said. ‘I guess if the only tool you’ve got is a hammer every problem has to

look like a nail.’
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So I came back to see him a few weeks later, and by that time we were bombing in
Afghanistan, and I said to him are we still going to war with Iraq? [and] He said,
‘Oh it’s worse than that,” he said. He reached over his desk and he picked up a
piece of paper and he said, ‘I just got this down from upstairs,” meaning the
Secretary of Defence’ office ‘today’ and he said, ‘This is a memo that describes
how we’re going to take out 7 countries in 5 years. Starting with Iraq and then

Syria, Lebanon, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and finishing off Iran.’”

Then there are the words of former French Foreign Minister, Roland Dumas.

When asked about the Syrian war he said this:

“I went to England almost two years before the start of hostilities in Syria. I was
there by chance on another business, not at all for Syria. I met British officials,
some of whom are friends of mine. They confessed, while trying to persuade me,
that preparations for something were underway in Syria. This was in England, not

in the U.S. Britain was preparing gunmen to invade Syria.

They even asked me, under the pretence that I was a former Foreign Minister,
whether I wanted to participate in this. Of course I declined. I am French. I am not

interested.

I just need to say this operation goes way back. It was prepared, conceived and

planned.....Very simply for the purpose of overthrowing the Syrian government.”

These ‘crazy conspiracy theorists’ suggest the possibility that our intervention in
Syria wasn’t in response to the violence. Far from a humanitarian rescue mission,
it was planned in advance. Is their any evidence the main coalition protagonists,
the U.S, UK, France, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, were looking for a casus

belli?
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Chapter 2: Syrian Civil War?

Another term consistently fed to us by the Western MSM has been ‘the Syrian

civil war.” A civil war can be defined as an intrastate war between opposing

groups of citizens of the same country. That has never been true of the situation
inside Syria. There were a number of protests during the ‘Arab Spring’ but these
were nowhere near as widespread or as popular as we were led to believe. Syrian
support for the armed struggle evaporated almost as soon as it began. Just like

‘regime’ the use of ‘civil war’ is just more disinformation. More ‘fake news.’

Daraa on the Syrian — Jordanian border 2015

As we discussed in Part 2, Syria has a government not a ‘regime,’ similarly use of
the term ‘civil war’ by the Western MSM was (and is) intended to mislead the
public about the essential nature of the Syrian conflict. Syria has suffered a
bloody insurgency by various groups of predominantly foreign Islamist terrorists

who were armed, funded and equipped by the U.S. led coalition and its Gulf
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allies. Pretty much everything we have been told about the Syrian war comes

from a well oiled, centrally controlled, corporate owned propaganda machine.

In the West we used to deride the Soviet news agencies and expressed our

empathy for the people living in Warsaw Pact countries who received nothing but

government propaganda. However, unlike most of us, nearly every Soviet citizen
knew the information they received was controlled by the state. Consequently,
they treated it with the critical scepticism it deserved. The amazing achievement
of the Western MSM propagandists is that they have convinced a duped
population that they have a ‘free press’ who can be trusted to provide objective

‘news,’ independent of the state or powerful corporate interests.

As the spurious drivel we have been told about the Syrian war demonstrates, the
Western mainstream media is largely an extension of the state. Unless something
changes, if you want independent journalism, you will have to look towards the
so called ‘alternative media,” while it still exists. However, most importantly, we
need to develop our critical thinking skills and stop simply believing everything

we are told, no matter who is doing the telling.

We have looked at the official narrative we have been given about the Syrian
conflict and have also explored the political reality in Syria, leading up to the
conflict. We have also examined the antecedents for the Syrian conflict and
considered how we have been widely mislead about the nature of the conflict
itself. In each case we can identify consistent U.S led coalition propaganda
unquestioningly disseminated by the western mainstream media (MSM.) When we
look at the evidence it is clear that virtually nothing we have been told about the

Syrian conflict is true.

So when the British Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson spoke about Britain

becoming a ‘soft-power superpower,” given the level of deception already foisted
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upon western electorates, it is important to understand what he means by the
term ‘soft-power.” Soft-power refers to the process of projecting western
democratic values through influence, ideas and the power of persuasion. This
begs the fundamental question what right we have to project our values globally.
What makes the likes of Johnson so certain that our ‘way of life’ is welcome
among civilisations whose recorded social history predates our own by thousands
of years? Does ‘projecting western values’ come with any strings attached for the

target nation? Who is it designed to benefit?

It seems odd that so called soft-power, thus far, seems to have been exported to
countries following the use of very hard, military power. We have become
accustomed to the balkanisation of nation states by the NATO aligned countries.
Despite the rhetoric about exporting our democratic values, what we have seen in
the former Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere is economic, strategic and
resource exploitation by global corporations in the wake of what appears to be

neocolonialism. Soft-power, to date, seems to have been little more than public

relations designed to sell the exploited populations the idea that rule by western
diktat, under the puppet governments favoured by the West, is somehow good for

them.

There continues to be a concerted ‘soft-power’ campaign waged by the broad
nexus of NATO powers in the Middle East. Key to this effort in Syria was, and is,
the use of so called Non Governmental Organisations (NGO’s.) These allegedly
independent charities, particularly in regard to the Syrian conflict, have been
widely used as sources of information from within war zones. As ‘charities’ they
have been able to access territory off limits to western journalists. Typically in

Syria this has meant they they have been able to work within opposition held

territory, which actually means terrorist held territory. We might perhaps wonder

why child beheading scum like Nour al-din al-zinki, Jabhat Fateh al-Sham (al

Qaeda in Syria) and ISIS would be so willing to share their territory and resources

with these charities.
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RIGHTS

WATCH i,

Human Right Watch: NGO’s with questionable agendas?

Whatever humanitarian role NGO’s may play, in the case of Syria, it is obvious
they also provide intelligence from within terrorist controlled areas. If we consider

who is backing the terrorists it is clear that these NGO’s have, to a varying

degree, either been infiltrated by, or are merely extensions of, western
governments and global corporations. When we also look at the multinationals
who fund many of these groups, and the direct funding they often receive from
government, the notion of their supposed independence is frequently risible.

Perhaps most notable among these alleged NGO’s are the White Helmets.

However, they are by no means the only NGO’s who have provided the ‘evidence’
to support the military intervention in Syria. Their role in supporting military

reprisals against the Syrian government for highly dubious allegations of

chemical weapons attacks is evident.

The idea of using NGO'’s to promote so called ‘soft power’ isn’t new. Speaking in

2004 former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Defence Joseph Nye said:

“the U.S. government can better maximize the effectiveness of soft power
instruments and efforts through increased partnerships with NGOs. By providing
humanitarian and development assistance in areas typically inaccessible to

government agencies, NGOs are often able to access potential extremist areas

Page 14


https://in-this-together.com/douma-chemical-weapons-attack-another-absurdity
https://in-this-together.com/douma-chemical-weapons-attack-another-absurdity
https://in-this-together.com/the-white-helmets-a-lesson-in-soft-power
https://in-this-together.com/islamist-extremists-proxies-of-the-west
https://itt002-itt.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/HRW.jpg?x56485

before the government can establish or strengthen diplomatic, developmental or

military presence, including intelligence.”

If we accept the notional image of NGO'’s, fed to us by the MSM, as independent
charities, then we need to disregard the evidence which shows their relationship
with state and corporate sponsors is far more complex. The MSM has relied
extensively upon these highly questionable NGO information sources to ‘evidence’
its propaganda. For example, numerous reports both in the print media and on

the news networks quote the ‘Syrian Observatory for Human Rights‘ (SOHR.) By

referencing supposed ‘humanitarian’ sources, the MSM’s intention is to give the
impression the information comes from independent welfare organisations whose

only interest is the plight of the Syrian people. The suggestion is that they are

unbiased, firsthand accounts from within a war torn country. The BBC described

the SOHR as follows:

“The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights has emerged as a prominent campaign
group amid the country’s revolt against President Bashar al-Assad, releasing daily
casualty figures for the international media........ The group of mainly professionals,
many of them lawyers, monitored changes to the law and the judicial system, and
worked to highlight cases of human rights abuses to international organisations
such as Amnesty International...... It now has more than 200 members and
affiliates, covering every province in Syria, with some volunteers aggregating and
publicising information from the UK.......... The group says it is impartial in its

reporting, recording the deaths of soldiers as well as civilians and protesters.”

The BBC goes on to add.

“As foreign journalists are unable to operate freely in Syria to verify reports

themselves, the media are increasingly reliant on such information.”
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The SOHR provides its unbiased intelligence reports to AFP, AP, CNN, MSNBC,
Reuters, CBS, Channel Four and the BBC among many others, and is extensively

quoted in most of the major news reports about Syria by the MSM.

The Syrian Observatory on Human Rights

The Syrian Observatory on Human Rights is Rami Abdulrahman, a former Syrian
‘activist’ who served three terms in Syrian prisons before fleeing to the UK in
2000 to avoid a fourth. He operates the SOHR out of his flat in Coventry. Mr
Abdulrahman openly admits he is a member of the ‘Syrian oppositiom.’ The

SOHR are certainly not unbiased, and Mr Abdulrahman hasn’t set foot in Syria

for 18 years.His one man band is funded with the help of a European Union grant
and the support of another unnamed ‘European country.’ He is known to have
met with British politician William Hague on a number of occasions, so it is likely
the country he refuses to name is Britain, a leading member of the coalition
seeking regime change in Syria. There is nothing independent about the SOHR,

despite claims otherwise.
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Committed anti Assad campaigner Mr Abdulrahman, who can observe nothing of
the insurgency taking place 3000 miles away from his home, is a primary source
of information for Western journalists’ as they bring you ‘the truth’ about the
Syrian conflict. His sources are frequently unknown (anonymised for their
protection,) though he claims they are all ‘activists,’ like himself, and he collates

much of his ‘information’ by watching YouTube videos.

Similarly, the American based Human Rights Watch are another NGO who

provide information for the Western media to report in regard to the Syrian

conflict. Following the outbreak of violence in Deraa, they released their objective

investigation into events on the ground entitled ‘We’ve Never Seen Such Horror:

Crimes Against Humanity in Daraa.’ Sarah Leah Whitson, the Middle East

director at Human Rights Watch said:

“For more than two months now, Syrian security forces have been killing and
torturing their own people with complete impunity. They need to stop — and if they
don't, it is the Security Council’s responsibility to make sure that the people

responsible face justice.”

Firstly, as far as anyone is aware, Human Rights Watch have absolutely no
political legitimacy whatsoever, so one wonders why their Middle East director
thought she could tell the U.N what they should do. Secondly their horror story
offered next to no evidence to substantiate any of its allegations. What it offered
were uncorroborated eyewitness reports, based upon unseen videos, while
studiously ignoring all the physical evidence. They made no reference to the arms
cache found in the al Omari Mosque nor the dead Syrian police officers who had
been shot. An objective investigation would have accounted for this information,
all of which was in the public domain, if only to discredit it with counter evidence.
By ignoring it their report can be seen for what it is, propaganda. They offered no
evidence to substantiate their claim that the rooftop snipers were Syrian special

forces, or that it was the Syrian security forces who had occupied defensive
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positions in the mosques. When Major General Anwar Al Eshki confirmed Saudi
arming of the Islamist extremists in Deraa Human Rights Watch offered no

further comment.

Like the SOHR, Human Rights Watch is sold to the Western public as an
independent, non-governmental, non-political charity that fights for human rights
across the globe. Founded in 1978 by Robert L. Bernstein [Member of the Council

on Foreign Relations and frequent Bilderberg meeting attendee] it recently

received significant financial backing from George Soros [Member of the Council
on Foreign Relations and frequent Bilderberg meeting attendee]. Human Rights

Watch is closely associated with the Council on Foreign Relations and is funded
by the same global corporations behind the National Endowment for Democracy

(NED) who set up the protestors during the Arab Spring.

However, they aren’t the only notable human rights group the NED fund.
Amnesty Intentional and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (UNHCR) are also among those ‘independent’ human rights organisations

financially supported by weapons manufacturers like Raytheon, Lockheed Martin

and Northrop Grumman.

In 2017, Amnesty International told the world about the horrors perpetrated by

the ‘Assad regime’ in its prisons. In particular Saydnaya prison was singled out
as the worst. It stated the evil dictatorship had “quietly and methodically
organized the killing of thousands of people in their custody” and that, “murder,
torture, enforced disappearance and extermination” were part of “an attack against
the civilian population.” These horror stories emerged just as the Syrian
Government had liberated Aleppo from terrorist occupation and while the Astana
peace talks were underway, where Syria, Russia, Turkey and Iran were trying to
establish clear de-escalation zones within Syria. Amnesty International’s report

appeared to be an attempt to scupper these efforts.
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Saydnaya Prison: Excellent graphics.

The slight drawback with Amnesty’s shocking revelations about the barbarity

inside Saydnaya were that they didn’t have any real evidence and decided to

make it up instead. They openly admitted that they had no access to the prison,
no photographs, video or audio evidence. What they did have were
uncorroborated prisoner testimony from detainees who claimed to have been
incarcerated there, though none of them offered any evidence to prove they had.
So a couple of questions arise (wWhich Amnesty didn’t answer.) Were these
prisoners Islamist terrorists or ‘activists’ and if it was a death camp how come
they made it out alive? The interviews weren’t even conducted in Syria but rather
Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, somewhere in Europe or the USA, mainly over the
phone. The report was full of contradictions, offered no physical evidence at all
and amounted to the hearsay of 31 unknown individuals and some imaginative

guesswork.

Amnesty apparently accepted whatever these people told them, regardless of any
political or theological agenda they may have had or the lack of corroborating
evidence. They then went on to boast about how the ‘evidence’ had been created
by a London University 3D computer modelling department. Using what Amnesty

International described as ‘cutting edge digital technology’ the team at ‘Forensic
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http://www.moonofalabama.org/2017/02/amnesty-report-hearsay.html
https://itt002-itt.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/